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FRI 15 MARCH 
18:06 Candle Lighting  
17:48 Mincha, followed by  
   Kabbalas Shabbos 
SAT 16 MARCH 
08:45 Shacharis 
09:13 Sof Zman Shema GRA 
11:00 Brocha 
11:30  Talk by R’Kauffman 
17:15 Talk by R’Pilatowsky 
17.45 Mincha/3rd Meal 
19.02 Havdalah 

THANK YOU to Dale 
Franklin and Kim Sutt-
ner for sponsoring this 
week’s brocha in hon-
our of Dale’s ufruf. 
Mazel Tov to the 
Franklin and Sutner 
families on the upcom-
ing wedding! 
PESACH COLLECTION 
We are collecting mon-
ey to be distributed to 
members of our Aish 
community who need 
assistance in buying 
Pesach necessities. You 
may give at the Aish 
office or to Rabbi 
Kauf fman before 
Thursday 21 March. 
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Parshat Vayikra: Giving is no 
Sacrifice 

 
By Rabbi Chaim Willis 

 
 
This is a joke only a fund-raiser could love: A do-
nor wants to give the fund-raiser a donation of 
“chay”—“life”—numerical value 18 rand. The fund-
raiser says: Better that you should give me 
“maves”—“death”—numerical value 446 rand. 
 

If there is a deeper meaning to that joke, it would be found in our parsha this week. G-d 
gives Moshe the instructions for bringing a sheep or cow as a burnt offering. Than He 
gives the laws for bringing a bird as a burnt offering. For both the expensive animal and 
the cheaper bird, it says that they are a “sweet savour” for the Almighty. Rashi says 
that it comes to teach us: “it is the same for the one who gives a lot, and the one who 
gives a little, as long as they are intending their heart for G-d”. 
 
So is it really the same if Bill Gates gives a billion dollars or ten dollars, if the donor 
gives 18 rand or 446? 
 
One possible answer might be that it depends on the amount of pain involved—since 
ten dollars is nothing to Bill Gates, it doesn’t qualify as a serious gift. But the parsha 
gives the law of the meal offering, and starts with the words “a soul who brings an of-
fering”. Rashi says on that: why does it say “a soul” who offers—to tell us that a poor 
person, who is the person who only has money to bring an inexpensive meal offering, is 
considered as if he has brought his soul as an offering. 
 
The Torah tells us, through the meal offering, that a gift is judged by how difficult it 
was for the person who gave it. The earlier case, of the animal and the bird, has to be 
referring to a Jewish Bill Gates bringing an offering. And seemingly it doesn’t matter if 
he gives a ten dollar bird or a thousand dollar animal. If he is sincere, even though nei-
ther amount will pain him, he gets equal credit. 
So what can we say in defence of the fund-raiser in the joke, or the Aish Hatorah rabbi 
asking for money? 
 
Perhaps we can understand it better by looking at the nature of an offering. In English, 
it is called a “sacrifice”—you are giving up something of yours, hurting yourself to give 
to G-d something that He needs. But, in reality, the Almighty doesn’t need your 
“sacrifice”. An animal or a bird, it is all one to Him. He doesn’t eat, and the whole world 
belongs to Him anyway. The reason you are bringing the animal or the bird is that it is a 
way for you to get closer to G-d—that is why the Hebrew word  for sacrifice is “karban”, 
from the root “to come close”. If you are a poor person bringing a meal offering, the 
financial pain involved in doing it will help you get closer to G-d.  If you are a rich man, 
and there is no pain involved, the closeness comes from how much you want to be 
close to G-d, and the money spent doesn’t matter. 
 
But an organization, or a poor person, really needs the money! Your donation is not 
only getting you closer to G-d through the mitzvah of giving, it is also helping the poor 
person eat and helping the organization bring back Jewish young people. So the 
amount is not irrelevant, it is crucial to what you are accomplishing by giving. 

What’s up @ Aish? 

Friday 15 March 2013 
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PLEASE NOTE  that next 
week being the Shab-
bos before Pesach, the 
brocha will be smaller 
than usual and there 
will be no communal 
3rd meal. 
GOT NEWS? Do you 
have an important an-
nouncement that the 
A i s h  co m m u n i t y 
should know about?  
E-mail Jennifer:  
office@aish.org.za to 
put your news in our 
weekly InspirAISHion. 
 
28 George Ave 
Sandringham 
Johannesburg, SA 
2192 
Tel: 011 485 2985 
Fax: 011 485 2993 
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It is true that the poor person or the organization is ultimately being helped by the Al-
mighty. But since the Almighty determined that the help is delivered through the good 
will of the people who want to help, the donors need to take the effect and the amount 
of their gift into their calculations. 
 
So the answer to our question is: if a Jewish Bill Gates is bringing a karban, it doesn’t 
matter what he gives, as long as his heart is in the right place. But if he is giving to Aish 
Hatorah, it does. 
 
Pesach is a great time to give to Aish Hatorah, and help us do more to reach Jews who 
have little if any connection to the holiday. And 25 times “chay” is worth more than 1 
time “maves”. And if it hurts to give, because Pesach is so expensive anyway—then G-d 
considers it as if you are giving your soul. 
 
Chag sameach. 

JOKE CORNER 
Chinese Wisdom 
Expecting wisdom from the Far East, Beryl opens a fortune cookie 
after a meal in a Chinese restaurant and unfolds the message, which 
reads: “Ignore previous cookie!” 
 
Funny Shopping 
The not-too-bright Becky walks into a haberdashery store on Fifth 
Ave and says to the salesgirl “I’d like a pink curtain for my computer 
screen please.”  
“But, madam,” the confused salesgirl replies, “computers don’t have 
curtains.” 
“Well maybe most don’t,” Becky says, “But mine’s got Windows!” Modern Day  

Kriyas Yam Suf 


