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FRI 29 MARCH 
17.51 Candle Lighting  
17:55 Mincha, followed by  
   Kabbalas Shabbos 
SAT 30 MARCH 
08:45 Shacharis 
09:14 SofZman Shema GRA 
11:15 Brocha 
11:45  Talk by Chief Rabbi 
Goldstein 
Please note there is no 
communal 3rd Meal 
17:45 Mincha 
18:39 Maariv  
(Not the time written on 
the Pesach Schedule) 
18:39 Havdalah 

SHIUR AFTER BROCHA 
We are honoured to 
have Chief Rabbi War-
ren Goldstein with us 
this Shabbos. All are 
welcome to hear a talk 
by Rabbi Goldstein on 
Shabbos morning after 
the brocha.  
 
CLEANING UP 
We are understaffed 
this week, so if every-
one can help lend a 
hand after the brocha 
to tidy up, it would be 
much appreciated. 
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By Rabbi Emanual Feldman 
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Everyone knows, of course, that matzah is un-
leavened bread, and that its opposite is cha-
metz, that which is leavened, or rises. We are 

extremely zealous, thoroughly cleansing and scouring our homes, to eradicate all trac-
es of chametz in our possession before the onset of Passover . 
 
But what is the actual difference in the process by which we bake bread – pure chametz 
– and the process by which we bake matzah? The same dough can be used for both. The 
difference is this: In order to keep the matzah dough from fermenting , rising and leav-
ening – and thus becoming chametz and forbidden for Passover use – the matzah 
dough is continuously worked, kneaded, rolled and flattened during the initial stage of 
the process. The bakers don’t pause even for an instant. Only by working very thor-
oughly in this kneading and rolling phase, and then rushing it to the ovens, do they 
ensure its identity as matzah. A single moment’s delay (although technically the delay 
could be as long as 18 minutes in urgent circumstances) could change its status from 
that which enables us to fulfill the mitzvah of eating matzah, to something forbidden 
on Passover. 
 
The difference between matzah and chametz is, quite literally, a matter of diligence, 
concentration, unceasing effort, and primarily, an acute awareness of time. 

Matzah is the food that represents all these qualities – of not sitting back and allowing 
things to run their natural course. It is the symbol of performing tasks with zeal and 
focus, when they need to be done and not a moment later. This characteristic, known 
as zerizut , alacrity, is one of the key ingredients in to living a spiritual life. 
 
Perhaps this is what the Sages meant when they made a famous play on word. The To-
rah says, “ushmartem et hamatzot  - Guard carefully the matzahs” (Exodus 12:17). But, 
say the Sages, since matzot and mitzvot in Hebrew have the identical spelling, read this 
as “Guard carefully the mitzvot.” The Torah is telling us in an oblique way that we 
should keep the mitzvot in the same way that we keep the matzot: with diligence, at-
tention, and concentration. And just as you do not permit the matzah dough to be-
come fermented or leavened by delaying what you must do with it, do not allow any 
mitzvah that comes before you to become sour and fermented through delay and pro-
crastination. 
 
As the Sages say: “A mitzvah that comes your way, do not let it become cha-
metz,” (Mechilta Shemot 12); i.e. do not let it leaven, do not tarry until it becomes cha-
metz, rather perform it immediately. You have the opportunity to give tzedakah? Do it 
now. You are interested in studying Torah? Do it now. You wish to place a mezuzah on 
your door? Do it now. 
 
Passover, then, is the activist festival (just ask any housewife getting her home ready 
for Passover). The matzah represents many things, but more than anything else, it rep-
resents diligence and zeal in the service of our Creator. 

What’s up @ Aish? 

Friday 29 March 2013 

http://www.aish.com/h/pes/
http://www.aish.com/h/pes/t/g/the_inner_meaning_of_matzah.html
http://www.aish.com/h/pes/t/f/Faster-Than-Time.html
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GOT NEWS? Do you 
have an important an-
nouncement that the 
A i s h  co m m u n i t y 
should know about?  
E-mail Jennifer:  
office@aish.org.za to 
put your news in our 
weekly InspirAISHion. 
BROCHA SPONSORSHIP 
Celebrating an engage-
ment, ufruf, new baby 
or another special oc-
casion? Make a Aish 
apart of your simcha 
by sponosoring one of 
our delicious brochas. 

SHABBAT SHALOM! 
 
28 George Ave 
Sandringham 
Johannesburg, SA 
2192 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The matzah carries another significant lesson. It is unadorned, unpretentious, and una-
dulterated, suggesting how to perform a mitzvah – in a way that is unpretentious, una-
dulterated, and not puffed up with self-regard – exactly like matzah. 
 
The matzah/mitzvah connection teaches something else as well. We are bidden not to 
just possess matzah, but to eat it. Just as we ingest the matzah making it part of our 
system, so too we must internalize the mitzvot that we perform, making them an inte-
gral part of us. Observing Shabbat is not merely to abstain from creative activity; it is to 
make Shabbat part of our selves, to realize that there is a Creator of the universe Who 
resides above us. Wearing tefillin is not simply to place small black boxes on our arm 
and forehead; it is to internalize what those black boxes contain: the Oneness of God, 
the requirement to serve Him with all that we are and all that we possess. 
 
As we perform the mitzvah of eating matzah, may the equivalence of the two inspire us 
to absorb its various messages: greater zeal and diligence in all that we do; a deepened 
awareness of the significance of time; a heightened connection with God and man 
through more genuineness and simplicity and less pretentiousness and puffery. 
 
May we have an internalized Passover, and not only with food. 

JOKE CORNER 

Little Shmuli Rabinowitz greeted his Bubbie with a hug and said: "I'm so happy to see you, Bubbie. Now 
Daddy will do the trick he has been promising us." 

"What trick's that?" she asked. "Well," said little Shmuli excitedly, "I heard Daddy tell Mommy that he 

would climb the walls if you ever came to visit us again." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rabbi Markowitz concluded the services one Shabbat morning by saying, "Next Shabbos, my sermon will 

be about lying. In preparation, I would like you all to read the 42nd chapter of the book of Exodus." 

On the following Shabbat, Rabbi Markowitz rose to begin, and said, "Now, then, all of you who have done 

as I requested and read the 42nd chapter of the book of Exodus, please raise your hands." 

Nearly every hand in the congregation went up. 

"You are the people I want to talk to,” said Rabbi Markowitz. “There is no 42nd chapter of the book of Exo-

dus." 

http://www.aish.com/h/pes/t/f/48971121.html

