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FRI 5 APRIL 
17:44 Candle Lighting  
17:50 Mincha, followed by  
  Kabbalas Shabbos 
SAT 6 April 
08:45 Shacharis 
09:14 Sof ZmanShema GRA 
11:15 Brocha  
11:45  Talk by R. Kauffman 
16:45 Talk by R.Pilatowsky 
17:15 Mincha/3rd Meal 
18:32 Maariv and Havdalah 

THANK YOU Alan and 
Rosalyn Ziskin for 
sponsoring this week’s 
brocha in honour of 
their children and 
grandchildren. 
MAZEL TOV to Anto-
nino and Talia Sca-
labrino on the birth of 
a baby boy! May you 
merit to raise him to 
Torah, Chupah and 
Massim Tovim! 
MAZEL TOV to Shan-
non and Ruth Becker 
on the birth of a baby 
girl, named Eliana 
Penina. May you merit 
to raise her to Torah, 
Chupah and Massim 
Tovim! 
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Acquiring a Friend  
by Rabbi Yehonasan Gefen 

 
Courtesy of www.aish.com  

 
The Torah Portion begins with the joyful celebra-
tions of the Inauguration of the Mishkan 
(tabernacle), however this joyous occasion be-
comes a time of mourning with the sudden 
deaths of Aaron's two oldest sons, Nadav and 
Avihu. "The sons of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, 

each took his fire pan, they put fire in them and placed incense upon it; and 
they brought before Hashem an alien fire that He had not commanded them. A 
fire came forth from before Hashem and consumed them, and they died before 
Hashem."  
 
The Rabbinical sources offer a number of explanations as to the exact wrongdo-
ing of these two great men which caused them to receive such a strict punish-
ment. The Torat Kohanim(2) writes: "...Nadav and Avihu did not seek advice 
from Moses... and each man went on his own accord and they did not seek ad-
vice from each other." This Midrash teaches us that Nadav and Avihu did not 
actually go to offer the incense together; rather they each had the same idea 
and went alone to offer the incense in the Mishkan. They are criticized because 
they did not seek advice from their teacher, Moses, before undertaking this bold 
act, and also because they did not seek advice from each other. Rav Berel 
Soleveitchik asks that this Midrash is very difficult to understand; it is obvious 
why they should have consulted Moses because he would have surely advised 
them to not offer the incense, however why are they criticized for not consult-
ing with each other? They both evidently believed in the correctness of their 
plan and so what benefit would have been gained from consulting each other - 
surely they would have merely confirmed that the plan was a good one?! 
 
Rav Soleveitchik answers that we learn from here a fundamental principle in 
human nature: A person may want to commit a certain sin and yet he may sim-
ultaneously see the flaw in such an action when his friend is about to commit 
the very same sin. This is because each person is greatly influenced by his yetzer 
hara (negative inclination) which prevents him from making decisions with ob-
jectivity. Rather, the yetzer hara clouds his reasoning and causes him to ration-
alize that it is acceptable to undertake certain forbidden actions. However, 
when this same person looks on his friend about to perform the very same sin 
he is able to take a far more objective attitude towards his friend's actions. This 
is because with regard to others a person is not clouded by a desire for self-
gratification and he can more accurately assess the validity of his friend's plans. 
Accordingly, had Nadav consulted Avihu about his plan (or vice versa) then there 
would have been a good chance that Avihu would have seen the flaw in his 
brother's reasoning despite the fact that he planned to do the very same act! 
That is why they are criticized for not consulting each other despite the fact 
that they both planned to do the same sin. 

What’s up @ Aish? 

Friday 5 April 2013 

http://www.aish.com/search/?author=102844919


 

AN AISH HATORAH SOUTH AFRICA PUBLICATION 

AISH SA ON THE WEB 
We are now live online! 
Check out our new 
website, still under 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
www.aish.org.za but 
please not on Shabbos 
or Yom Tov! 
LEARN & EARN The new 
session starts this 
Monday 8 April at 7pm.   
If you know someone 
curious about their 
Jewish heritage who 
would like to make 
some Aish bucks, then 
Learn & Earn is right 
up their alley. Jewish 
individuals matric-26 
yrs old only need apply 
by contacting R. Vego-
da:083-268-9022 or 
cmvegoda@mac.com 
SHABBAT SHALOM! 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Rabbeinu Yonah brings out this principle from the teaching in Pirkei Avot: 
"...Acquire for yourself a friend." (He writes that one of the benefits of having a 
friend is that he can help you in observing Mitzvot. "Even when a friend is no 
more righteous than him and sometimes he even acts improperly, nonetheless 
he does not want a friend to do the same [action], because he has no benefit 
from it." He then brings as a proof to this idea the principle that "a person does 
not sin on behalf of someone else."  
 
This means that a generally observant person usually sins because he is blinded 
by some kind of desire for pleasure, however with regard to someone else we 
presume that he is not blinded in the same way and therefore we do not suspect 
him of sinning on behalf of others. This idea is applied in a number of places 
throughout the Gemara. Rabbeinu Yonah thus teaches us the importance of ac-
quiring at least one friend who can act as an objective onlooker towards our 
own actions, and that this friend need not necessarily be on a higher level than 
ourselves. 
 
We learn from these ideas a very important life lesson; a person should not rely 
on his own assessments of his actions - it is impossible to be purely objective 
when making decisions because of one's natural subjectivity that causes him to 
rationalize the validity of committing certain sins. Rather, he must realize the 
necessity of finding a friend who will be prepared to offer advice and even re-
buke when necessary when he sees that his friend is blinded by his desires.  
 
May we all merit to acquire true friends who can help us find the true path in 
our spiritual growth.  

JOKE CORNER 

A Real Jewel 

Rachel decides to do some shopping and manages to persuade her husband Moishe to join her. 

After 2 hours of looking around one women's clothes store after another, Rachel suddenly real-

izes that Moishe is no longer with her. So she calls him on his cell phone to see 'what's what.' 

"So where are you?" she angrily asks Moishe. "I thought we were shopping together." 

"Don't get upset, darling," replies Moishe. "Do you remember the jewelry shop by the escalator 

in the middle of the mall, the one we spent time in last year and where we saw a lovely gold 

necklace for you but which was just a little bit too expensive for us to buy and where I said I 

would get it for you one day?" 

"Yes, of course I do, darling" replies Rachel excitedly. "Why do you ask?" 

"Well I'm in the cafe next door to that jewelry store eating an ice cream." 

A Visit To Grandma 

Sadie Weinstein’s grandson and his wife are coming to visit her for the first time. So, she is giv-

ing him the directions to her apartment. 

"Come to the front door at 980 West Broadway. I am apartment number 450. At the front door, 

you'll see a big panel of buttons. With your elbow push button 32 to call me. I will buzz you in. 

Come inside, the elevator is on the right. Get in, and with your elbow hit 4 for the fourth floor. 

When you get out, I am on the left. With your elbow, hit my doorbell". 

"Bubbie,” says Sadie’s grandson David, “Why am I hitting all these buttons with my elbow"? 

"You're coming empty handed"? 


