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FRI 12 APRIL 
17:37 Candle Lighting  
17:45 Mincha, followed by  
  Kabbalas Shabbos 
SAT 13 April 
08:45 Shacharis 
09:15 Sof ZmanShema GRA 
11:15 Brocha  
11:45  Talk by R. Kauffman 
16:40 Talk by R.Pilatowsky 
17:10 Mincha/3rd Meal 
18:25 Maariv and Havdalah 

SCALABRINO BRIS 
Mazel Tov to Antonino 
and Talia Scalabrino on 
the birth of a beautiful 
baby boy! The bris for 
baby Scalabrino will 
IY”H be held at the 
HOD on Monday 
morning (15 April) at 
8.15 am. May they mer-
it to raise him to To-
rah, Chupah and Mas-
sim Tovim. Mazel Tov! 
LADIES MISHMAR 
The new term starts 
this Tuesday 16 April at 
7pm @ Aish. Join the 
Aish ladies for 1-on-1 
learning, supper & a 
R.Pilatowsky’s Middos 
Workshop based on  

   3 Iyar 5773 Issue 58  

SHABBOS PARSHAT 
TAZRIA-METZORA 
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Parshat Tazria—Metzora  Why 
Don’t We Get Tzaraat Today? 

By Rabbi Chaim Willis 

Parshat Tazria and Metzora deal with the 
disease of “tzaraat”. If it appears as a 
blemish on the skin, or the scalp, or the 
beard, or on clothing, or on his house, the 
sufferer has to take the consequences—his 
house will be torn down, his clothes will 
be burned, he will have to leave his home 

and live outside his city as an outcast until he is cured. 

Jewish tradition clearly labels this unusual disease (unlike anything that people 
have today) as a physical disease that comes from spiritual causes. From the 
story of Miriam in the book of Bamidbar, we see that tzaraat comes from speak-
ing loshen hora. From the story of King Uzziah in the book of Kings, we see that 
it also comes because of arrogance. It is G-d’s warning to a person of the evil he 
is doing and the need for teshuva. Because we are more removed from G-d to-
day, we don’t experience tzaraat and merit to receive that warning. 

But the haftorah that the Rabbis chose for the parsha would seem to raise a 
question to this understanding. The haftorah concerns the tzaraat of a non-
Jewish general, Naaman. 

Who was Naaman? He was an idol-worshipper, someone who fought against 
and killed Jews (according to our tradition, Naaman got his high position be-
cause he fired the arrow that killed Achav, the Jewish king). In addition, he was 
an arrogant man. When Elisha the prophet tells him to wash in the Jordan, he 
gets enraged because Elisha is not treating him personally. 

It is true that Naaman had the potential to change. After his tzaraat is miracu-
lously cured, he rejects idol-worship. He is humbled from his arrogance and asks 
advice from the prophet. 

But why would G-d reach out to an arrogant non-Jew in those days (even one 
who had the potential to change), and not to Jews today? 

A possible answer would be that the reason we don’t get tzaraat today is not 
because we are on a lower spiritual level than the Jews at the time of the First 
Temple. The reason is that the world is on a lower spiritual level. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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the Alei Shiur.  
For more info contact 
Karen: 
073-095-1108 
 
BROCHA SPONSORSHIP 
Celebrating an engage-
ment, ufruf, new baby 
or another special oc-
casion? Make a Aish 
apart of your simcha 
by sponosoring one of 
our delicious brochas. 
 
SHABBAT SHALOM! 

 
28 George Ave 
Sandringham 
Johannesburg, SA 
2192 
Tel: 011 485 2985 
Fax: 011 485 2993 
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In the Talmud, it says that when the Temple was destroyed, the world changed. 
Even fruit tasted differently. When the Temple existed, its spiritual impact was 
so great that it affected the spiritual level of both Jews and non-Jews. Although 
Jews would use their higher spiritual awareness to get prophecy, and non-Jews 
would use it to go after idol-worship, the whole world was more open to feeling 
the presence of G-d. 

In the commentary Kli Yakar, the commentator learns out from the word 
“metzora” (which can be read ‘motzi-ra’, ‘bringing out the evil’) that tzaraat is 
not a miraculous punishment. It is a result of the person himself responding to 
his own evil deeds and personal failings. Like psychosomatic illnesses today, 
tzaraat was a spiritual illness coming from a person’s own sensing of what he is 
doing wrong. 

In a world on a higher spiritual level, that could affect even non-Jews who were 
more spiritually oriented. In the world today, lacking that spiritual closeness we 
had from the Temple, even Jews don’t respond to their inner spiritual flaws.  

What can we do about it? We have to introspect more to work on our flaws, 
since we don’t have the Almighty’s warning system. And we have another rea-
son to daven for the coming of the Meshiach, the rebuilding of the Temple, and 
our return to the level where we can once again get tzaraat. 

JOKE CORNER 

Important Parcel 
Old Mrs. Cohen decided to mail a Chumash that had been in her family for years to her 
granddaughter who lived in another part of the country. 
"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk. 
"Only the Ten Commandments," answered Mrs. Cohen. 

Flucky 

An elderly Jewish man is bumped by a car while crossing the street. He is seemingly 
unhurt, but his wife persuades him to go to the doctor, just in case. He returns home, 
and his wife says – "Nu, vos zogt der doktor?" 
"Der doktor zogt az ich hob a flucky." ["The doctor says I have a flucky."] 
"Oy, gevalt! A flucky! Terrible! What do you do for a flucky?" 
"I don't know – he didn't say, and I forgot to ask."  
Well, by this time the wife is in a state of high anxiety. She tells her neighbors "My hus-
band was hit by a car, and now he has a flucky! I don't know what to do!" 
Neighbor #1 says, "In the old country, when someone had a flucky, we always applied 
cold. Ice cold is the best thing for a flucky." 
Neighbor #2 says, "What are you talking about? Cold is absolutely the worst thing you 
could do for a flucky! We always applied heat, that's the only thing to do for a flucky." 
Cold, heat, oy! Now thoroughly agitated, the wife decides to call the doctor herself. 
"Doctor, please tell me, what's wrong with my husband?" 
"I told him...nothing's wrong. He got off lucky." 


